Pricing the priceless child- From baby farm to black Market babies

By – Viviana A Zelzier

1. In 18th century rural America, as in many other rural cultures, the birth of a child was welcomed as the arrival of a future laborer, and as a security for parents later in life. Today's children, on the other hand, are worthless to their parents in economic terms, but in sentimental value they are priceless. 

Although this transformation has been gradual and has occurred at different times among different classes in the population, the most profound change took place between the 1870s and the 1930s. At the beginning of this period, rapid industrialization was introducing new occupations for poor children and working class urban families  depended on their wages. In the new century, however, child labor laws and compulsory education began to take effect, and by the 1930s, even lower class children had joined the nonproductive world of childhood.
2- To be sure, child labor didn’t magically and totally vanish. In the 1920s and 1930s, some children after 14 still worked in rural areas and in street trades. Moreover, the Great Depression temporarily restored the need for a useful child even in some middle class households. But the overall trend was unmistakable. In the first three decades of the 20th century, the economically useful child became both numerically and culturally an exception. 
3- One aspect of this transformation , which also reflected the changing roles of women, occurred in the " exchange " value of children. In the 19th century boarding out system, foster parents provided child care in exchange for child labor, and older boys were in great demand. After the 1920s, however, adoptive parents were only interested in { and willing to wait several years for } a blue- eyed baby or a cute two year- old curly haired girl. While 19th  century mothers were forced to pay to get rid of a baby, the 1930s unwanted babies were selling for $1000 or more. In the 1980s, advanced technology joined with the growing sentimental value of the economically worthless child to create the phenomenon of surrogate mother-hood. 
4- If a working child in the 19th century was an asset, an infant was a liability. Unwanted babies or those whose parents couldn’t afford to hold them, were more likely to die than be adopted. Faced with almost insurmountable social and economic pressure, single, widowed or deserted mothers had few options. Abortion was not only expensive, but required connections, especially after the 1860s when it became an increasingly illegitimate and illegal practice. The few jobs available to women with children didn’t pay a living wage. Unprotected by insurance, and without the support of adequate public relief or private programs, many lower class women abandoned their babies soon after birth in public or foundling asylum.
5- Baby farmers offered an alternative to those who could afford their fee. These usually middle aged women built a profitable enterprise by boarding mostly illegitimate babies. With high rates of mortality, the turnover was quick and business brisk. For fifty dollars, perhaps, mothers were relieved of responsibility and assured confidentiality. The terms usually included the child's eventual adoption into a good home, but this prospect was seldom fulfilled. As a 1910 investigation discovered, the baby farm "swarms with children whose numbers are added to weekly. Always they come and come, and rarely are they carried away." 
6- In the 1920s and 1930s, sentimental adoption made sympathetic headlines as it rapidly displaced earlier instrumental fostering arrangements. A new consensus was reached. The only legitimate rewards of adoption were emotional. " an enlargement of happiness to be got in no other way. "
7- legal adoption, rare in the 19th century, became increasingly popular, and the problem soon became that of finding enough children for childless homes. The quest for a child to love turned into a glamorous and romanticized search as a number of entertainment and political figures proudly and publicly joined the rank of adoptive parents: Al Jolson, Gracie Allen and George Burns, Mayor Laguardia, Babe 
Ruth, and Eddie Rickenbacker among others, announced their decision to adopt a child..
8- While the most well known incidents were exceptions, the social class of adoptive parents was indeed undergoing change. A comparison by the New- York State Charities Aid Association, of the occupations of 100 foster parents between 1898 and 1899 with the same number of fathers between 1920 and 1921, found that nearly three quarters of the first group were in skilled, semi- skilled or unskilled labor, or in farming, while in the later period there was a predominance of men in business and office work. 
9- sentimental adoption created unprecedented demand for children under three, especially for infants. While the economically " useless" 19th century baby had to be protected because it was unwanted, the priceless 20th century baby needs protection as never before because too many hands are snatching it.
10-  The priceless child was judged by new criteria: physical appeal and personality replaced earlier economic yardsticks, and greatest demand was for little girls. In the 1920s, wealthy Americans even imported their " English rose" golden haired baby girls from London.
11-  Considering the widespread parental preference for a male first born child, the popularity of adopted daughters was puzzling. Parents suggested one adoption agency in 1916, " seem to feel that a girl is easier to understand and to rear, and they are afraid of a boy." It was not the innate smiling expertise of females, but established cultural assumptions of women's superior emotional talents which made girls so uniquely attractive for sentimental adoption.
12-  The sentimentalization of adoption had an unanticipated and paradoxical effect: because 20th century adoptive parents were willing to pay to obtain an infant, " baby traffickers " made money not only from the surrender of babies, but buy then selling them to their new customers. As a result, the value of priceless child became increasingly monetized and commercialized. 
13-  Commercial child placement emerged as a significant social problem in the 1920s in large part because it violated new professional standards in adoption. Without proper supervision by a licensed child placing agency, adoption could be dangerous for both children and their adoptive parents. Yet, despite increased public regulation of child care and the multiplication of adoption laws, including stricter licensing of boarding homes and new laws against adoption by advertisement, informal child placement persisted. Independent adoptions were often arranged by well- intentioned intermediaries, without involving profit. But in many cases, middlemen built a lucrative business by bootlegging babies.
14-  Harshly denounced as an " iniquitous traffic in human life", and a " countrywide shame", the black market in babies flourished in the 1930s and 1940s. As demand for adoptable children grew, the traffic in infants reached a new third stage. It was now a seller's market. The mother of an unwanted child no longer needed to pay to dispose of her baby. Instead, entrepreneurial brokers approached her, offering to pay medical and hospital expenses and often a bonus in exchange for her baby. { even in independent placements arranged without profit, it became common practice to pay the hospital and medical expenses of the natural mother.} In 1950, a Congressional investigation conducted by Senator Ester Kefauver pronounced baby selling a national social problem, and Senate Committee hearings revealed that the price of a black market baby could be as much as $10,000.
15-  The money value of infants was partly determined by a reduced supply. As the dramatic decline in the national birthrate, which began early in the 19th century, continued into the 1930s, fewer babies were available for adoption. In addition, after 1911, the mothers' pension movement allowed widows, and in some cases deserted wives, or mothers whose husbands were handicapped , or in prison, to keep their children. Reformers also encouraged unmarried mothers to keep their babies. As a result, the supply of adoptable infants shrank, and the waiting lists of adoption agencies grew longer. Unwilling to wait two or more years for a child, and impatient by the increasingly restrictive standards set by agencies, parents turned to the black market.
16-  But scarcity alone can't determine value. A reduced supply raised the price of babies only because there was a growing number of enthusiastic buyers for white, healthy infants. In sharp contrast, older children found few customers. Deprived of their former labor value, they were excluded from the new emotional market. Therefore, while the agencies waiting lists for babies had the names of hundreds of impatient parents, it was virtually impossible to find homes for children older than six, who had become both economically and sentimentally " useless
1-What transformation has occurred regarding the economic importance of child between the 18th century and today? 

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE: [ paragraph 1]

In the 18th century, a child birth was …………….……………….., whereas, today it is described as ………………………………….. 

2-Why did less and less children join the nonproductive world of childhood? Give the two reasons.[paragraph  1]
a………………………………………………..

b………………………………………………..

3-Is the following sentence TRUE or FALSE?

" Child labor laws and compulsory education enhanced the importance of child in economic terms.

TRUE    /     FALSE

Copy a sentence to support your answer. [paragraph  1]

…………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………
4-According to paragraph 2, child labor was a common phenomenon.

TRUE                 /    FALSE 

Copy a sentence that justifies your answer.

……………………………………………………………………... 

5-The expression " to be sure " in paragraph 2 introduces …... the transformation discussed in paragraph 1.

Choose the correct answer.

i. an example of

ii. an exception of

iii. a support for

iv. a result of 

6- Circle the correct answer: { paragraph 3}
The sentence " After the 1920s, however, adoptive parents were only interested in a blue- eyed baby or a cute two year- old curly haired girl " shows that they were interested in the economic   /   sentimental value of the child.
7-Why did lower class women abandon their babies soon after birth? Give two reasons.[ paragraph 4]
i. …………………………………………………………

ii. …………………………………………………………
8- What happened after the 1860s? { paragraph 4}

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

         9- Why did women with children get rid of their babies ?
           COMPLETE THE SENTENCE:[ paragraph 4 ]
          Because there were less and less ………………………………. 

          …………………………………………………………………. 

         10- According to paragraphs 4+5, what usually happened to 

         Unwanted babies in the 19th century?

        PUT AN X BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.

        i…….. The babies were usually adopted by upper class parents

        ii……. There were very few babies because of abortion

        iii…… The mothers kept the babies safe

        iv……. The babies were given away for care, and later died

        v…….. The babies were left in public places

        vi……. The babies grew  up in the farms to be agricultural workers
11- What does the following sentence mean? { paragraph 5}
" mothers were relieved of responsibility and assured confidentially"

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE:

Mothers were no longer …………………………… of their children and were given a promise to keep their case…………………………………
12-  What does the word figures mean as it is used in paragraph 7?
Choose the appropriate meaning in both English and Arabic .

Arabic…………………

English ………………. 

13- CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER.{ paragraph 8}
a- The social class of adoptive parents in the 20th century is higher  /   lower  than that of the 19th century 
b- Name one example of profession which characterized each group. 

Adoptive parents in the 19th century…………………………………..

Adoptive parents in the 20th century………………………………….. 

14- What were the results of the change in the approach to adoption? 

PUT AN X BY THE THREE CORRECT ANSWERS. [ paragraphs 7+9]

i. …….. There were too many children for adoption 

ii. ……. Legal adoption became more common

iii…….. People preferred to adopt baby girls

iv……… People began to believe that social influence was less important than genetic influence

v……… Most adopted children went to college

vi……… More and more  people wanted to adopt children

15- The sentence " too many hands are snatching it" [paragraph 9] means:

The 20th century baby was     /   wasn’t    wanted

16- What contradiction is presented in paragraph 11?

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE:

From one hand, parents prefer their first born child to be a …………….

Whereas adoptive parents prefer to adopt a ……………………………..

17- Why did the value of the priceless child become monetized and commercialized? [ paragraph 12 ]
GIVE ONE REASON.

…………………………………………………………………………….  

18- Did the multiplication adoption laws stop the commercial child placement ?            YES  /     NO              [ paragraph 13 ]

JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWER: ………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
19- Complete the following sentence according to paragraphs {5+14}
In paragraph 5, a woman who wanted to get rid of her baby needed to 

………………………………. to the baby farmers, while in paragraph 15, entrepreneurial brokers seduced the same woman by covering her hospital and medical expenses, and even by giving her  some……………………  
20- Write the missing cause in the following chart { paragraph 15}
	Cause
	Effect

	
	The waiting list of adoption agencies grew longer


21 - Why did the supply of adoptable infants shrink? Give one reason . [paragraph 15] 

………………………………………………………………………………. 

22- What are the two factors behind raising babies' price? [paragraph 16]
a………………………………………………………………………….. 

b………………………………………………………………………….  
23- Find synonyms for the following words and phrases.

i. clear…………………. [paragraph 2] 
ii. quick, energetic and active……………. [ paragraph 5] 
iii. get rid of ………………. [paragraph 14] 
iv. lack …………………[paragraph 16]                                 
24- What social problem does the text mainly deal with?
i. child abuse

ii. disturbed family relation ship

iii. child labor

iv. adoption 
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